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IMPORT  TRADE  BY  COMMODITY 


The  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce, 
announced  today  that  the  decrease  in  United  States 
annual  imports  for  consumption  from  $14,650  million 
in  1960  to  $14,357  million  in  1961,  a  decline  of 
about  two  percent,  resulted  from  decreases  in  imports 
of  finished  manufactures,  crude  materials,  and  semi- 
manufactures which  were  partly  offset  by  increases 
in  imports  of  manufactured  foodstuffs  and  crude  food- 
stuffs.   Changes  in  the  over-all  dollar  values  of 
these  economic  classes  of  commodities  from  1960  to 
1961  are  as  follows:    finished  manufactures,  from 
$5,260  to  $5,075  million;  crude  materials,  from 
$3,012  to  $2,875  million;  semimanufactures,  from 
$3,091  to  $3,084  million;  manufactured  foodstuffs, 
from  $1,566  to  $1,602  million;  and  crude  foodstuffs, 
from  $1,720  to  $1,722  million.  The  Bureau  stated  that 
from  1960  to  1961  imports  of  "dutiable"  commodities 
fell  from  $8,870  to  $8,742  million  and  that  imports 
of  "duty  free"  commodities  decreased  from  $5,780  to 
$5,615  million.    Dutiable  commodities  represented 
about  61  percent  of  total  imports  for  consumption 
for  calendar  years  1960  and  1961. 
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largely  as  a  result  of  lower  levels  of  imports  of 
newsprint  from  $63.9  to  $56.5  million,  steel  mill 
products  from  $28.1  to  $22.5  million,  iron  and 
steel  advanced  manufactures  from  $14.6  to  $10.8 
million  and  wool  manufactures  from  $17.4  to  $14.4 
million.    However,  imports  of  automobiles  and 
parts  rose  from  $35.8  to  $41.3  million.  Decreases 
in  imports  of  whisky  from  $28.4  to  $19.9  million, 
meat  products  from  $37.9  to  $29.5  million,  and 
canned  and  prepared  fish  and  shellfish  from  $16.2 
to  $11.9  million  were  the  primary  factors  in  the 
decrease  in  imports  of  manufactured  foodstuffs 
from  $163.0  to  $131.2  million.    Imports  of  semi- 
manufactures declined  from  $289.6  to  $275.9 
million  owing  cheifly  to  decreases  in  imports  of 
iron  and  steel  semimanufactures  from  $23.8  to 
$16.5  million  and  sawed  boards,  planks,  and  deals 
from  $25.6  to  $20.6  million.    However,  imports 
of  gas  and  fuel  oil,  also  included  in  this 
economic  class,  rose  from  $48.3  to  $59.0  million. 

During  the  period,  imports  of  crude  foodstuffs 
climbed  from  $132.0  to  $148.8  million  as  an  in- 
crease in  imports  of  coffee,  from  $66.2  to  $87.0 
million  was  partly  offset  by  a  decrease  in  imports 
of  cattle,  except  for  breeding,  from  $17.9  to 
$11.1  million.    Although  the  increase  in  imports 
of  crude  materials  was  small,  from  $251.5  to 
$255.3  million,  noticeable  counterbalancing 
changes  were  reported  in  imports  of  some  of  the 
individual  commodities  included  in  this  economic 
class.    Increases  in  imports  of  undressed  furs 
from  $6.5  to  $20.1  million  and  ferroalloying 
ores  from  $11.2  to  $15.1  million  were  largely 
offset  by  decreases  in  imports  of  copper,  from 
$10.2  to  $2.6  million  and  crude  petroleum, 
from  $76.9  to  $73.0  million. 


EXPLANATION  OF  STATISTICS 


COVERAGE:    Import  statistics  include  merchandise  im- 
ported by  government  agencies  as  well  as  by  private 
importers,  but  exclude  American  goods  returned  by 
the  United  States  armed  forces  for  their  own  use. 
United  States  trade  with  Puerto  Rico  and  United 
States  possessions  is  not  included  in  this  report, 
but  the  import  trade  of  Puerto  Rico  with  foreign 
countries  is  included  as  a  part  of  the  United  States 
import  trade.    Merchandise  shipped  in  transit 
through  the  United  States  between  foreign  countries 
is  not  included  in  import  statistics.    However,  the 
statistics  may  include  some  merchandise  (principally 
duty-free)  which  is  entered  through  United  States 
Customs  and  subsequently  exported  in  the  same  con- 
dition in  which  imported.    In  many  cases,  such  mer- 
chandise differs  from  in-transit  merchandise  only  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  is  documented. 
VALUATION:    Import  values  are,  in  general,  based  on 
market  price  or  selling  price,  and  are,  in  general, 
f.o.b.  the  exporting  country.    Import  values  also 
exclude  United  States  import  duties.    None  of  the 
values  have  been  adjusted  for  changes  in  price 
level. 

RELIABILITY:  Monthly  import  statistics  for  individ- 
ual commodities  are  based  on  full  compilation  of  all 


formal  entry  shipments  valued  $100  and  over  (over  99 
percent  of  total  import  value)  and  are  therefore 
free  of  sampling  variability.    They  are,  however, 
subject  to  some  error  due  to  the  omission  of  infor- 
mal entry  shipments  and  under  $100  formal  entry 
shipments  from  commodity  statistics,  and  also  from 
such  sources  as  the  carry-over  of  data  from  month  to 
month  in  the  compiling  process  and  errors  in  the 
reporting  or  processing.    Although  the  effect  of 
such  errors  on  the  rounded  totals  in  this  report  is 
probably  small,  the  possibility  of  inaccuracy  should 
be  taken  into  account  particularly  in  using  figures 
of  relatively  small  magnitude.    The  type  of  com- 
modity information  presented  in  this  report  (in  most 
cases  either  broadly  summarized  totals  or  readily 
identifiable  individual  items)  is  not  as  highly 
subject  to  commodity  classification  errors  as  the 
data  which  reflect  complete  Schedule  A  detail.  The 
largest  variation  from  rounding  of  figures  is 
$50,000. 

Further  information  regarding  coverage,  valuation, 
compilation  procedures  and  precision  of  import  data 
is  contained  in  the  foreword  of  Report  No.  FT  110. 
For  complete  statement,  see  foreword  in  Foreign  Com- 
merce and  Navigation  of  the  United  States.  
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES- 
DECEMBER  1961  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS 

(Quantity  in  units  indicated;  value  in  millions  of  dollars.  Imports  for  consumption  are  a  total  of  imports  for  immediate  con- 
sumption plus  withdrawals  for  consumption  from  bonded  warehouses.  Data  revised  to  reflect  all  corrections  published  with 
statistics  through  those  for  December  1961.  Totals  represent  sum  of  unrounded  figures,  hence  may  vary  slightly  from  sum  of 
rounded  amounts. 


December 

November 

December 

Monthly  average 

Economic  class 

and  commodity1 

1961 

1961 

1960 

1960 

1959 

Total 

value 

1  256.2 

1,314.6 

1, 151.6 

1,220.9 

1,249. 5 

F  ee 

al 

490.0 

471.3 

475.9 

481.7 

485.3 

.... 

value 

766. 2 

843.3 

675.8 

739.2 

764.2 

„     .             .  . 

val 

255. 3 

251.5 

232.3 

255.0 

258.1 

Hi  Hpc    a T"ir1    qV n  nc 

val  e 

4.7 

4.7 

3.9 

5.9 

7.3 

rTf-iH  r'p'QCfirl  fiifc 

'  value* 

20.1 

6.5 

16.4 

8.0 

8.0 

i  noo  non  i>> 

88 

83 

88 

77 

108 

22.2 

21.8 

24.3 

27.2 

32.2 

Cod  a 

1  000  lb 

62,734 

63,771 

80,805 

65,005 

58,808 

4.1 

4.1 

5.4 

5.3 

5.7 

tv.  r 

10,131 

14,629 

12,597 

13,257 

12,640 

6.9 

9.9 

8.8 

9.6 

9.3 

„   ..                    .     ,  . 

1    (TOO  1  h 

9,007 

8,631 

8,718 

12,372 

12,396 

value . . 

0.8 

0.7 

0.8 

2.3 

2.0 

.Ti  1  +       anH     into    V.1 1  +  +  o 

4,889 

1,561 

2,675 

4,550 

5,740 

value.. 

1.0 

0.4 

0.7 

0.8 

1.0 

Sisal  and  henecjuen 

8, 653 

8,663 

9,091 

7,998 

10,432 

1.4 

1.5 

1.7 

1.5 

1.7 

/ 1  mo  nno  i  v,  } 

■ .actual  weight. ■ 

10 

12 

11 

17 

21 

clean  content  • • 

8 

9 

8 

13 

16 

5.3 

6.1 

5.7 

9.3 

10.3 

Wool    unmanufactured  dutiable 

(l  000  000  lb  ) 

.  actual  wexght. * 

14 

12 

10 

10 

13 

clean  content^ 

9 

8 

7 

7 

9 

9.1 

8.4 

6.1 

7.1 

8.4 

Pi  1 1  nurviH 

97 

89 

97 

110 

104 

1.7 

1.5 

1.7 

2.1 

2.2 

Crude  petroleum 

1    flOO  hhl 

31,053 

33,522 

32,315 

33,404 

32,050 

73.0 

76.9 

72.9 

74.6 

72.7 

Diamonds,  rough  or  uncut 

1  000  carats 

140 

198 

143 

114 

132 

9.1 

11.8 

10.0 

7.3 

7.9 

1  000  carats 

1,436 

1,322 

1,565 

1,096 

1,091 

value . . 

6.6 

5.3 

6.5 

4.3 

5.2 

1,000  long  tons.. 

1,970 

2,218 

1,527 

2,882 

2,969 

value . . 

18.9 

21.8 

14.4 

26.8 

26.0 

15.1 

11.2 

9.1 

10.8 

11.1 

9  179 

35, 592 

7  704 

13,899 

6,691 

value . . 

2.6 

10.2 

2.2 

4.1 

1.9 

8,620 

7, 120 

9,434 

22,972 

22,833 

value . . 

1.6 

0.5 

0.8 

2.4 

2.3 

1  346 

577 

1,226 

1,169 

898 

value . . 

3.7 

1.6 

2.5 

2.6 

1.9 

54  075 

71  648 

32  438 

74,684 

72, 877 

value . . 

c .  / 

3.6 

3.2 

10.3 

o  .u 

7.0 

6.5 

.  / 

J  J  .  o 

31. 1 

28  6 

31  4 

148.8 

132.0 

149.2 

143.4 

152.0 

47  043 

44  894 

42  434 

45,895 

45,746 

19.4 

17.6 

14.2 

14.3 

13.5 

131 

193 

117 

54 

57 

11.1 

17.9 

10.1 

5.2 

6.8 

5.0 

3.5 

3.7 

2.8 

3.2 

2.2 

1.6 

5.1 

3.8 

3.5 

4,006 

4,411 

3,945 

4,718 

4,476 

value. . 

5.9 

6.0 

5.4 

6.6 

6.5 

25 

14 

48 

46 

40 

value. . 

5.3 

2.7 

12.3 

11.9 

13.7 

1,000,000  lb.. 

283 

213 

241 

243 

256 

value . . 

87.0 

66.2 

82.5 

83.5 

91.1 

8,659 

10,769 

9,710 

9,598 

9,140 

value . . 

4.1 

5.6 

4.8 

4.7 

4.3 

 1,000  lb.. 

1,261 

2,752 

3,331 

3,081 

2,914 

value . . 

0.5 

1.1 

1.2 

1.5 

0.7 

8.5 

9.8 

9.7 

9.2 

8.7 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES: 

DECEMBER  1961  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS — Continued 


December 

November 

December 

Monthly  average 

Economic  class  and  commodity 

1961 

1961 

1960 

1960 

1959 

131.2 

163.0 

114.6 

130.5 

133.3 

1,000  lb. . 

78,105 

97,442 

51,430 

63,098 

81,209 

value . . 

29.5 

37.9 

22.6 

27.0 

32.8 

6,938 

8,088 

7,408 

5,262 

5,322 

value. . 

3.5 

4.1 

3.8 

2.6 

2.6 

,1,000  lb.. 

40,354 

56,037 

35,481 

38,301 

43,444 

value. . 

U.9 

16.2 

10.6 

11.1 

12.3 

1.6 

1.6 

1.2 

1.3 

1.7 

1, 

000,000  lb.. 

667 

664 

541 

781 

757 

value. . 

34.5 

34.7 

27.9 

42. 3 

41.3 

,1,000  gal.. 

22,150 

15,852 

17,787 

38,295 

24,449 

value. . 

2.4 

1.7 

1.6 

3.4 

3.1 

19.9 

28.4 

19.3 

16.0 

14.8 

28.0 

38.4 

27.5 

26.9 

24.8 

275.9 

289.6 

241.9 

257.6 

275.5 

3.8 

4.3 

3.8 

3.5 

4.0 

1,000  lb.. 

241 

156 

289 

300 

303 

value. . 

0.5 

0.4 

0.8 

0.8 

0.6 

3.8 

4.5 

4.3 

4.1 

4.7 

10,157 

10,392 

7,583 

8,189 

9  285 

value. . 

0.5 

0.6 

0.4 

0.5 

'0.8 

3.8 

3.9 

3.4 

4.8 

5.2 

000 

000  bd.  ft. . 

274 

348 

255 

327 

339 

value . . 

20.6 

25.6 

18.4 

25.8 

28.1 

.1 

000 

short  tons . . 

210 

231 

175 

198 

203 

value. . 

25.7 

28.1 

21.0 

25.4 

26.2 

.1,000  bbl.. 

26,333 

21,927 

23,530 

20,022 

19,847 

value. . 

59.0 

48.3 

53.0 

42.8 

42.2 

. long  tons . . 

34,314 

36,657 

36,555 

46,234 

48 , 928 

value. . 

3.7 

3.9 

3.6 

4.6 

4.6 

...1 

000  carats. . 

59 

79 

55 

67 

76 

value. . 

5.8 

7.4 

5.4 

6.5 

7.2 

16.5 

23.8 

10.5 

19.4 

23.2 

12.1 

11.5 

8.3 

8.8 

12  6 

...1 

000,000  lb. . 

59 

61 

95 

81 

62 

value . . 

17.9 

18.2 

28.3 

25  1 

18  6 

,  ,1,000  lb.. 

61,145 

56,456 

34,587 

37  412 

46  556 

value. . 

6.7 

6.1 

5.1 

5  3 

6  2 

30,516 

30,951 

13,791 

17  232 

19  364 

value. . 

21.5 

24.4 

10.2 

12  0 

12  3 

8,230 

9,614 

7,025 

7,524 

3,744 

value . . 

9.6 

11.3 

7.0 

7.3 

8.6 

16,544 

20,832 

22,654 

20  355 

27  600 

value . . 

1.8 

2.2 

2.7 

'2.5 

'2.8 

4'.7 

4|7 

6.3 

Z  Q 

7.1 

9.3 

8.8 

,000 

short  tons.. 

92 

147 

60 

value. . 

3.9 

5.8 

2.8 

c  0 

46.6 

45.4 

38.0 

41.1 

;n  c 

445.0 

478.6 

413. ■> 

436.3 

430.7 

9.6 

11.2 

7.9 

8.4 

7.0 

2.0 

1.5 

1.2 

1.6 

1.5 

,000  sq.  yd. . 

34,281 

23,366 

35,294 

37  908 

20  080 

value. . 

7.1 

5.3 

7.3 

7.0 

4.3 

12.3 

10.8 

10.3 

14.0 

12.5 

84,345 

68,702 

63,535 

73,618 

80,623 

1,000  lb.. 

50,300 

44,894 

42,622 

44  684 

49  485 

value. . 

9.9 

9.0 

8.6 

7.9 

7.6 

3.0 

3.3 

2.8 

2.S 

2.6 

14.4 

17.4 

12.8 

17  / 
x 

1 Z  "% 

4.8 

5.2 

5.2 

5.8 

6.1 

..1,000  squares.. 

172 

220 

125 

188 

178 

value. . 

1.5 

2.0 

1.2 

1.8 

1.8 

,000 

short  tons.. 

456 

507 

475 

451 

436 

value. . 

56.5 

63.9 

59.6 

57.3 

55.5 

5.9 

7.2 

5.4 

6.2 

6.5 

3.9 

5.1 

4.3 

5.4 

4.8 

See  footnotes  at  end  of  table. 
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UNITED  STATES  IMPORTS  FOR  CONSUMPTION  OF  MERCHANDISE,  BY  ECONOMIC  CLASSES  AND  LEADING  COMMODITIES 

DECEMBER  1961  AND  SELECTED  PERIODS — Continued 


Economic  class  and  commodity1 

December 
1961 

November 
1961 

Dec  ember 
1960 

Monthly  average 

1960 

1959 

Finished  manufactures — Continued 

22 

5 

28 

1 

18.0 

24 

8 

28.8 

10 

8 

14 

6 

11.9 

10 

4 

9.3 

9 

4 

7 

9 

8.4 

11 

2 

14.1 

41 

3 

35 

8 

38.3 

52 

3 

70.3 

63 

6 

67 

5 

52.2 

47 

2 

40.0 

19 

4 

17 

7 

7.7 

10 

5 

10.2 

6 

1 

6 

0 

5.2 

4 

6 

4.2 

3 

9 

4 

1 

4.3 

3 

5 

3.1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2.3 

2 

2 

2.4 

5 

4 

6 

2 

4.6 

5 

5 

4.9 

3 

2 

6 

3 

3.3 

4 

4 

4.7 

23 

6 

24 

6 

23.1 

20 

6 

19.5 

88 

8 

101 

8 

95.6 

94 

8 

84.8 

Estimated  value  $l-$99  formal  and  $l-$250  informal  entry 

U 

1 

■\  13 

0 

11.9 

10 

9 

10.2 

1Based  on  commodity  classifications  in  Schedule  A,  Statistical  Classification  of  Commodities  Imported  into  the  United  States. 
A  Supplement  to  Report  No.  FT  930-1  showing  the  Schedule  A  numbers  included  in  the  individual  economic  class  and  commodity 
totals  is  available  on  request. 

2Includes  the  actual  weight  of  carbonized  wool. 

3This  estimate  is  subject  to  a  sampling  variation  of  about  3  percent  of  the  estimated  value  shown.  For  an  explanation  of  the 
samplin-  procedures  used  in  estimating,  see  foreword  of  Report  No.  FT  110. 


